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The Cabinet’s approval of a Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textile sector that 

is expressly targeted at the man-made fibre (MMF) and technical textiles segments is a belated 

acknowledgment by the Government that the ground has inexorably shifted in the global textiles trade. 

A relentless shift in consumer preferences and fashion trends saw MMF surpass cotton as the fibre of 

choice in the 1990s, since vaulting its share in worldwide textile consumption to about 75%. India’s 

textile and clothing exports on the other hand have continued to remain dominated by cotton and other 

natural fibre-based products, with MMF having contributed less than 30% of the country’s $35.6 billion 

in overall sectoral exports in 2017-18. And MMF’s share remained relatively unchanged in the last fiscal 

as well when the sectoral exports were about $33 billion. While policy makers have been cognisant of 

the need to bolster support for the MMF segment, the task of crafting a meaningful initiative that would 

engender enhanced investment in capacity creation, leading to increased exports, has been a while in 

coming. Wednesday’s decision on the focused PLI scheme, with a budgeted outlay of ₹10,683 crore, is 
the second time in 11 months that the Cabinet has approved what is broadly the same plan, with the 

Government using the intervening period to incorporate amendments to the incentive structure based 

on industry feedback. 

The aim of the scheme is to specifically focus investment attention on 40 MMF apparel product 

lines, 14 MMF fabric lines and 10 segments or products of technical textiles. These 64 items have been 

chosen on account of being among the top-traded lines in the global market as well as India having less 

than a 5% share in each of them. The inclusion of intermediate products at industry’s request also 

reflects the Government’s keenness to ensure the scheme ultimately delivers on the broader policy 

objectives. The incentives have been categorised into two investment levels. Firms investing at least 

₹300 crore into plant and machinery over two years for making a specified product would need to hit a 
minimum turnover of ₹600 crore before becoming eligible to receive the incentive over a five-year 

period, and at a second level an investment of ₹100 crore with a pre-set minimum turnover of ₹200 
crore would enable qualification for the incentive. On the face of it, the scheme appears designed with a 

fair deal of thought, but its operational success is likely to hinge on how new entrepreneurs and existing 

companies weigh the risk-reward equation, especially at a time when the pandemic-spurred uncertainty 

has already made private businesses leery of making fresh capital expenditure. 

 

 

 production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme 

(noun) – As the name suggests, the scheme 

provides incentives to companies for 

enhancing their domestic manufacturing apart 

from focusing on reducing import bills and 

improving the cost competitiveness of local 

goods. PLI scheme offers incentives on 

incremental sales for products manufactured 

in India.  

 incentive (noun) – motivation, 

encouragement, impetus, boost. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably, doubtlessly. 

 hinge on (verb) – depend on, be based, be 

dependent. 

 entrepreneur (noun) – businessman, 

businesswoman, business person. 

 risk-reward ratio (R/R ratio) (noun) – It is used 

to assess the profit potential (reward) of a 

trade relative to its potential loss (risk). 

 man-made fibre (MMF) (noun) – Man-made 

fibres (MMF) are mainly of two types viz., 

synthetic and cellulosic. Synthetic fibres are 

produced from crude oil and cellulosic fibres 

are from wood pulp. The main varieties of 

synthetic staple fibres are polyester, acrylic 

and polypropylene. Cellulosic fibre is viscose 

fibre, modal, etc. Textiles made out of these 

synthetic and cellulosic fibres are called man-

made fibre textiles. However, besides pure 

man-made fibre textiles, presently the man-

made fibre and natural fibre mainly cotton 

blends are more popular. 
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 belated (adjective) – late, behind time, not on 

time/delayed. 

 acknowledgment (noun) – acceptance, 

admission, recognition, realization. 

 ground (noun) – basis, factor, rationale. 

 inexorably (adverb) – unstoppably, 

unavoidably, inescapably, inevitably. 

 relentless (adjective) – constant, continuous, 

non-stop, unceasing. 

 surpass (verb) – outdo, outshine, outstrip, 

outclass, overshadow. 

 vault (noun) – jump, leap, leapfrog. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – by contrast; as 

an alternative/contrasting situation.   

 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 

extent/degree. 

 fiscal (noun) – financial year. 

 cognisant (adjective) – aware, well informed 

about, familiar with. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, 

reinforce/buttress. 

 craft (verb) – exercise skill in making 

something. 

 engender (verb) – cause, give rise to, bring 

about. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 a while (noun) – for some time. 

 outlay (noun) – expenditure, expenses, 

spending. 

 broadly (adverb) – generally, usually, 

commonly. 

 base on (phrasal verb) – use as a basis; found, 

build, construct, form, establish. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, 

due to, by virtue of. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 reflect (verb) – think about, consider, review, 

mull over, contemplate. 

 keenness (noun) – eagerness, willingness, 

readiness, desire/wish. 

 ultimately (adverb) – eventually, in the end, 

finally. 

 objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose, 

target, goal. 

 categorise (verb) – classify, group, rate, list. 

 hit (verb) – reach (a particular point/level). 

 preset (adjective) – prearranged, pre-agreed, 

pre-established, pre-planned, pre-decided. 

 enable (verb) – allow, permit, authorize, 

sanction, grant; prepare, facilitate. 

 on the face of it (phrase) – apparently, 

seemingly, evidently/ostensibly; at first glance. 

 design (verb) – create, plan, formulate, think 

up. 

 spur (verb) – prompt, propel, induce, impel.  

 pandemic-spurred (adjective) – 

induced/prompted by the pandemic. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, 

unreliability, riskiness/precariousness. 

 leery (adjective) – cautious, careful, 

circumspect, alert. 

 capital spending/capital expenditure (CAPEX) 

(noun) – the money spent on the acquisition of 

assets like land, buildings, machinery, 

equipment, as well as investment in shares. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

The debate on whether the Taliban would form an “inclusive government” representing all 

sections of Afghan society was laid to rest by the Taliban themselves on September 7 when the group’s 

spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, announced the formation of the new administration of the ‘Islamic 

Emirate of Afghanistan’. Of the 33 Cabinet Ministers named, 30 are Pashtun, two ethnic Tajiks, and one 

is Uzbek. The Taliban are predominantly Pashtun, who make up some 40% of Afghanistan’s ethnically 

diverse population of 40 million. Women and the Hazara Shia minority — both faced targeted 

harassment and discrimination when the Taliban were in power in the 1990s — were excluded 

completely. Seventeen Ministers are on the UN sanctions blacklist for terrorists, including the head of 

the government, Mullah Hassan Akhund, and Sirajuddin Haqqani, the head of the Haqqani Network. 

Mullah Hibatullah Akhundzada, the Taliban’s reclusive emir, will be the ‘Amir ul-Momineen’ 
(commander of the faithful), a title Mullah Omar had assumed in the 1990s. With the Cabinet portfolios 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (5
th

-NOVEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

allocated to the Taliban’s core and the Haqqanis, and introducing a system that resembles the previous 

Islamic Emirate known for its disregard for basic human rights, the Taliban have sent a clear message 

that they care little about what the world thinks about them. 

Today’s Taliban appear to be stronger than their last avatar. In the 1990s, only three countries 

recognised the Islamic Emirate; the Taliban also never controlled the whole of Afghanistan. But now, 

more regional powers are ready to engage with them, including China and Russia. The group has also 

claimed total control over the country, with Panjshir, the last holdout, overrun earlier this week. With 

the new government, a stronger Taliban are trying to tighten their grip, though it may not be easy. Ever 

since Afghanistan became a republic in 1973, no government in Kabul has managed to stabilise the 

country. The ethnic, religious and political contradictions are too deep to be glossed over by the 

Taliban’s divisive Islamist Pasthun nationalism. In Panjshir, the rebels may have withdrawn to the 

mountains, like the Taliban did in 2001, but they could regroup and hit back like the Taliban did after 

2005. The total exclusion of Shias and marginalisation of other ethnicities could blow back in the near 

term. Afghanistan has also seen the emergence of a vibrant civil society, especially in its cities, which 

may not accept the Taliban’s rule of the Mullahs quietly. Already, the crackdown on women’s rights has 

sparked large-scale protests by women in Kabul and elsewhere, which was unimaginable in the 1990s. If 

the Taliban were wise, they would have focused on healing the wounds of the long war and rebuilding 

the ruptured state and society. But the Pashtun, Islamist, sectarian Taliban seem programmatically 

incapable of doing that. 

 

 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, including all 

the parties/groups involved in something. 

 lay something to rest (phrase – to end 

something. 

 administration (noun) – government, cabinet, 

ministry, regime, executive. 

 Pashtun (noun) – Pathan; They make up 

around 42 percent of the population of 

Afghanistan. They live mainly in the south and 

the east of the country. They have a distinct 

language called Pashto (an official language 

since 1936). 

 ethnic (adjective) – relating to a population 

subgroup (cultural, national, traditional/folk) 

with a common national or cultural tradition. 

 predominantly (adverb) – mainly, mostly. 

 make up (phrasal verb) – constitute, account 

for, comprise, form, compose. 

 ethnically (adverb) – culturally, racially. 

 Hazara (noun) – As an ethnic group, Hazaras 

have always lived on the edge of economic 

survival in Afghanistan. The recent persecution 

of Hazaras was not instigated by the Taliban 

but had existed for centuries.  One of the main 

factors in Hazaras’ continued persecution is 

their Shi’a religious faith, their distinctive 

ethnic origins, as well as their having separate 

economic and political roots. 

 Shia (adjective) – relating to Shia branch/sect 

of Islam. 

 harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent 

annoyance, coercion/intimidation. 

 discrimination (noun) – prejudice, intolerance, 

inequity, unfairness (against an individual or 

group of individuals by society and its 

institutions (basically in the procedures, 

policies or objectives) as a whole. 

 Haqqani Network (noun) – a major group 

within the Taliban that’s driving the campaigns 

on the battlefield. 

 reclusive (adjective) – solitary, 

secluded/isolated, introverted. 

 emir (noun) – a military commander, chief, 

ruler, leader (in Islamic countries). 

 assume (verb) – accept, undertake, take on 

(the power/responsibility).   

 portfolio (noun) – the area of responsibility 

(department) assigned to a Minister. 

 resemble (verb) – look like, be similar to, be 

like. 
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 disregard (noun) – indifference, inattention, 

heedlessness, carelessness, neglect, lack of 

notice, negligence. 

 avatar (noun) – type. 

 holdout (noun) – an act of holding out 

(resisting) something. 

 overrun (verb) – invade, overwhelm, occupy (a 

place). 

 tighten (verb) – make stricter, make more 

rigorous, make more stringent, stiffen, 

toughen. 

 grip (noun) – control, power, hold. 

 tighten your grip on something (phrase) – 

start to control something more strictly. 

 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in 

a particular activity with certain equality; “The 

Republic” is a form of government in which a 

state (country) is ruled by elected 

representatives of the people (citizen body). 

 contradiction (noun) – a combination of 

statements opposed to one another. 

 gloss over (phrasal verb) – ignore, avoid talking 

about/dealing with something unpleasant and 

treat it as less important; conceal or cover up a 

mistake/crime; hide, camouflage, whitewash. 

 divisive (adjective) – relating to something that 

causes arguments between people; 

disharmonious, discordant, alienating, 

estranging, isolating. 

 Islamist (noun/adjective) – relating to Islamic 

fundamentalism. 

 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with 

a narrow set of ideas) created by a group of 

people who believe their nation is superior to 

all others. It is also a perception of national 

superiority and an orientation toward national 

dominance- called chauvinism (excessive 

nationalism). 

 withdraw (verb) – retreat, draw out, pull out, 

take out, pull back. 

 hit back (phrasal verb) – retaliate against, 

strike back at, counter. 

 exclusion (noun) – banning, prohibition; 

elimination, ruling out; expulsion, removal. 

 marginalisation (noun) – an act of making 

something as insignificant/unimportant. 

 ethnicity (noun) – a category of people who 

identify with each other based on common 

language, ancestral, social, cultural, or national 

experiences. 

 blow back (phrasal verb) – to have an 

unforeseen negative consequences of an 

action/decision. 

 emergence (noun) – appearance, arrival, 

coming. 

 vibrant (adjective) – high-spirited, energetic, 

lively. 

 quietly (adverb) – silently. 

 crackdown (noun) – getting tough, 

severe/stern measures, restriction, 

suppression/repression, clampdown. 

 spark (verb) – prompt, trigger, provoke, incite. 

 unimaginable (adjective) – unthinkable, 

inconceivable, unbelievable. 

 wise (adjective) – well advised, well thought 

out, well judged, far-sighted; sensible rational, 

logical. 

 heal (verb) – alleviate, assuage, relieve, ease, 

lessen, mitigate. 

 wound (noun) – pain, distress, grief, trauma, 

anguish. 

 ruptured (adjective) – divided, disrupted, 

broken, fractured. 

 sectarian (adjective) – dogmatic, partisan, 

fanatical, bigoted, narrow-minded. 

 programmatically (adverb) – in a 

programmatic manner. (according to a 

program, schedule, or method). 

 incapable (adjective) – incompetent, inept, 

lacking ability, not good enough; unable to, not 

capable of. 
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